i; DEC. '29]	RESOLUTIONS
A i s M a   l  seeyice,
The Conference re-assembling on the next day, the 17TH DBCEMBBR, Sir B. N.
Mitra explained the Government's policy in regard *to the development of air service in
the course of his speech on the resolution urging extension of the air service from Karachi
to Delhi, Calcutta, Rangoon and Bombay.
Sir B. N. Mitra observed that the Government were fully alive to the importance of
an internal air service. In the budget of 1929-30, he had managed to secure 20 lakhs for
the development of civil aviation, whereof 18 and half lakhs would be spent on the
Karachi Rangoon route, It was now pretty certain that the first section of the trunk
service, namely, Karachi-Delhi would start working on the 28th December. In accordance
with the arrangement which was placed by the Government before the Standing Finance
Committee of the Legislative Assembly last September, and approved by them, that service
would be a State service and would indeed constitute the first Indian State Air Service.
It would work with the help of aeroplanes chartered from the imperial Airways Company
under a chartering agreement. In regard to the Dalai-Calcutta section, the ground
organisation was practically ready, If the Government of India's resources permitted it,
the organisation would be completed before long and the air service would be extended
from Delhi to Calcutta about the middle 1930-1931. Similarly the ground organisation
between Calcutta and Rangoon would be completed at the end of 1930-31. It might be
possible to start the service about the end of that, year or about the middle of 1931-32.
The Delhi-Calcutta and the Calcutta-Bango.m service was now under examination
with reference to the point whether it should be a State service carried on by means of
aeroplanes chartered from the company or a State service confined in the first instance to
tbe conveyance of mails and worked by means of aeroplanes acquired and maintained by
the State, He was not sure if, after providing for the heavy expenditure on these items,
it would be possible to allot funda in the budget of 1930-31 for expenditure for the Karachi-
Bombay Service. Nevertheless the Government har1 recently be^n examining one or two
proposals in that connection. One proposal which seemed particularly attractive from the
Government's point of view, would have involved no expenditure to the Government, but on
a fuller examination the Government entertained serious doubts ahout its technical and
financial soundness and had practically dropped it. They were now examining another
proposal which involved a Government subsidy of a not inconsiderable amount and which
would not give continuous service until the aerodrome at Juhu was completely ready, at
a cost of some 10 lakhs.
Sir B. N. Mitra proceeded to explain that so long as the incoming foreign mail
reached Karachi on Saturday afternoon, it might ba possible to arrange for the delivery at
Bombay on Monday morning even without starting an air service between Karachi and
Bombay. By establishing an air service between these stations the incoming foreign mail
•would reach Bombay on Sunday afternoon and unless special seeps were taken for after-
noon delivery on Sunday, it would be delivered only on Monday morning. He was not
particularly in favour of the latter measure which apart from additional expenditure, was
bound to cause a considerable amount of irritation among the subordinate staff in post
offices. Sunday ^delivery was a concession which waa not allowed in England and moat
other countries 'but only in India to a limited extent. He was not prepared to support the
idea of extending tbe scops of this concession unless and until it was clearly established
that a material advantage to the public would be derived therefrom. He admitted that
if the incoming foreign mail arrived in Karachi on any other than Saturday, the air
service between Karachi and Bombay would permit of delivery in Bombay on the evening
of tbe second day following, instead of the morning of the third day,
The meeting then adopted a resolution urging tbe necessity of inaugurating at a very
early date an air mail service from Karachi via Bombay to Southern India and Ceylon to
connect with the India-London service.
labour disputes.
The Bengal Chamber's representative moved a resolution drawing the urgent atten-
tion of the Government of India to the extent whereto in recent industrial disputes,
Communist agitators and unregistered trade unions interfered and reafSring the Associa-
tion's resolution passed in 1924 that registration should be - compulsorily enforced and the
Unions Act of 1926 amended at the earliest possible date,
Sir Bhupendranath Mitra again intervened to explain the Government's position and
observed that the subject of the relation between the employers and employees was under
investigation by the Whitley Commission, The Government of India could not therefore
at present undertake any legislation in the matter. T&e resolution was withdrawn. The
meeting then adjourned. The next annual meeting was decided to be held in Calcutta,
65

